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SUBJ: ZUICHE AIR CRASH 
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SUMMARY: ENGINE OE CRASHED CESSNA IS ESSENTIALLY INTACT AND 
EMBASSY BELIEVES NTSB INVESTIGATION IS DESIRABLE AND TECHNICALLY 
FEASIBLE. END SUMMARY. 

1. AT REQUEST OF AMBASSADOR, MAJOR STERLING SOWDEN, USAF, AND 
CONSULAR OFEICER HARRY ORR TRAVELED JAN. 18-20 TO SITE OF 
CESSNA CRASH NOVEMBER 20 WHICH KILLED EIVE AMERICAN CITIZENS 
(REETEL). THEY ACCOMPANIED GUATEMALAN CIVIL AERONAUTICS 
INSPECTOR WHO HAD WRITTEN ACCIDENT REPORT AND WHO ADMITTED TO 
THEM THAT HE HAD NEVER PREVIOUSLY INSPECTED REMAINS OF THIS 
CRASH ON THE GROUND BUT HAD ELOWN OVER THEM ONCE IN HELICOPTER. 

2. SOWDEN AND ORR EOUND THAT ALMOST EVERY PART OF AIRCRAFT WHICH 
COULD BE PUT TO ANY HOUSEHOLD USE HAD BEEN REMOVED FROM SITE BY 
LOCAL RESIDENTS, AND THAT ENTIRE MOTOR (EXCEPT FOR CASE AND OIL 
PAN) AND ONE PROPELLER BLADE HAD BEEN TAKEN TO GUATEMALA CITY 
BY MARYKNOLL FATHERS (GROUP TO WHICH CESSNA PILOT BELONGED). 
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HOWEVER, FROM INSPECTION OF WHAT REMAINED AND VIEWING OE COLOR 
SLIDES TAKEN BY MARYKNOLL SUPERIOR SHORTLY AFTER ACCIDENT, SOWDEN 
AND ORR WERE ABLE TO DETERMINE THAT PLANE IMPACTED INTO APPROX- 
IMATELY 30 DEGREE SLOPE OF MOUNTAIN APPARENTLY ATTEMPTING 
RETURN TO GUATEMALA CITY. THIS MAY SUGGEST PLANE WAS IN DIFFI- 
CULTY AND EYEWITNESS WHOM MARYKNOLL SUPERIOR TALKED TO SAID HE 
SAW WHITE SMOKE COMING EROM PLANE BEEORE CRASH. NEITHER 
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REMAINS AT SITE NOR THOSE IN GUATEMALA CITY INDICATE ANY EXTEN- 
SIVE EIRE BEFORE OR ALTER CRASH. SOLDIERS WHO ARRIVED AT 
SCENE 30 MINUTES ALTER CRASH REPORTED A SMALL EIRE AROUND 
PROPET ERR WHICH THEY EASILY EXTINGUISHED. PLANE DEBRIS WAS NOT 
WIDELY SCATTERED BY IMPACT. 

3. ON RETURN TO GUATEMALA CITY, MAJOR SOWDEN INSPECTED MOTOR 
WHICH IS IN HANGAR BELONGING TO AERIXCAN, LATHER WOODS' 
UNSCHEDULED AIRLINE. MOTOR HAS BEEN TAKEN APART, BUT ALL SIX 
CYLINDERS, CRANKSHAET AND CAMSHAET, AND ONE BLADE OE PROPELLER 
ARE THERE. LOUR CYLINDERS ARE INTACT; TWO ARE SOMEWHAT DAMAGED 
BY IMPACT. IT IS MAJOR SOWDEN'S OPINION THAT PROPELLER 
INDICATES IT WAS TURNING AT MOMENT OE CRASH. HE BELIEVES 

TESTS CAN BE RUN ON THE MOTOR WHICH SHOULD INDICATE WHETHER 
THERE WAS ANY MALFUNCTION OF ENGINE. ENGINE COULD BE SHIPPED 
TO US AND TESTS RUN THERE. 

4. EMBASSY CONTINUES BELIEVE, AS STATED REETEL, THAT NTSB 
INVESTIGATION WOULD BE DESIRABLE AND WE NOW BELIEVE IT WOULD BE 
TECHNICALLY FEASIBLE. EMBASSY WILL REQUIRE ADEQUATE ADVANCE 
NOTICE OF ANY FURTHER US INVESTIGATION IN ORDER OBTAIN GOG 
CLEARANCE. 
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